IN MEMORIAM

Pror. DR. EM. KEES WAAIIMAN O.CARM (1942-2023)

On Sunday, April 2, 2023, former pro-
fessor of spirituality and former scientific
director of the Titus Brandsma Institute,
Kees Waaijman o.carm passed away from
us at the age of 80. He was surrounded by
his fellow sisters and brothers and by the
sounds that had shaped his being, that had
never ceased to shape his being all these
years and continue to grow - to put it in the
words of his fellow brother Titus Brandsma
o.carm: to blossom like a flower in the sun.
Those sounds, those were the words of the
psalmist, the words that brought him to
life, that preserved the tenderness of his
soul from the all too presumptuous med-
dling that can be peculiar to men. That ten-
derness, in his eyes, was reserved for the praise of God, to which Kees Waai-
jman had devoted his life forces and faculties in the most radical consistency.

This is not to say that Kees closed himself off to others, very many of
his insights and thought processes he shared - with his countless students at
Nijmegen University, but also from the Titus Brandsma Institute, the Titus
Brandsma Memorial, and worldwide at universities in South Africa, the
Philippines, India. He has shared his insights with colleagues but also with
countless people outside academia. Like his great predecessor Titus
Brandsma, he traveled across town and country teaching and sharing with
people, learned and less learned, his lifelong journey through the world of the
Psalms, those one hundred and fifty mysterious riddles, each unraveling of
which opened new questions for him. And that journey was for him nothing
more than following the inimitable patterns that showed themselves to him
in ever new configurations, living, and therefore vulnerable hymns hidden in
human reality. For Kees Waaijman, the area of the Psalms was not just a small
part of the human universe - on the contrary, the ever-winding inimitability
of the perspectives that he kept discovering in the Psalms confirmed for life,
we can now say: until his last breath, that the area of the Psalms was for him
larger than the world and the firmament combined. For Kees Waaijman this
was the foundation of his conception of science to which he has always
adhered. In the praise of God one must never let go of reason, on the con-
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trary. For him, therein lay the foundation of all reasonableness. The most
diverse forms of reasonableness must be examined in order to be able to ful-
fill the praise of God with heart and soul. His conception of science thus came
close to what Nicholas of Cusa had called the scientia laudis, the science of
praise, a concept that Waaijman liked to quote. The desire to praise God
mobilized in him the most sophisticated theoretical models. The dialogic phi-
losophy of Martin Buber, for example, to which Kees Waaijman had devoted
his doctorate in Nijmegen (1976), with Ephraem Hendrikx, professor of
“asceticism and mysticism,” under the title The mysticism of I and you. But
the work of other Jewish thinkers - Levinas and Rosenzweig - was also
employed to shape the hymnology that was the stakes of his intellectual
quests. Of course, the great thinkers of the Carmelite tradition, especially
John of the Cross, were also a constant source of inspiration. In the last years
of his life, he also discovered the innovative power hidden in the thinking of
Titus Brandsma as a compass for moving in the spiritual labyrinth of the
praise of God, an area in which one must be able to deal with the not-know-
ing in order to dwell in it for a long time.

After attending the Kleinseminarie of the Carmelites in Zenderen, he
entered Carmel (o.carm) in 1960. He studied philosophy and theology at the
Order’s study houses in Dordrecht and Merkelbeek. From 1967 he studied the-
ology at Nijmegen with Edward Schillebeeckx and Ephraem Hendrikx with
whom he obtained his doctorate. During that period he also spent extended
periods of time at the Martin-Buber Archives in Jerusalem. From the found-
ing of the Titus Brandsma Institute in 1968, Kees Waaijman worked as a
researcher at this institute for the study of mysticism and spirituality, then
still under the direction of Prof. Dr. Otger Steggink o.carm. After his doctor-
ate in 1976, Waaijman became a scientific associate of the Titus Brandsma
Institute, and from 1989 he was appointed professor of spirituality as succes-
sor to his order brother Steggink. From 1992, he also became scientific direc-
tor of the Titus Brandsma Institute, a position he continued to hold after his
emeritus professorship (2007) until 2009. As a researcher he remained con-
nected to and with the Institute until his death.

Under his leadership, the Titus Brandsma Institute developed into an
interdisciplinary and global academic institute for the study of mysticism and
spirituality. For example, the establishment of the Institute for Spirituality in
Asia in Manila received strong impulses from the Titus Brandsma Institute.
After a profound and dramatic crisis in the early years of his directorship, in
which his concept of science was questioned, his response followed with the
monumental handbook Spirituality. Forms, Foundations, Methods (2000) that
for many years provided a critical foundation for scholarly research in the
field of spirituality. This handbook also received wide international recogni-
tion and was translated into major international languages. In several com-
prehensive articles in the international journal Studies in Spirituality, which
he founded and of which he remained editor-in-chief until 2019, he continued
to reflect innovatively on the scientific foundations of spirituality studies.
Because of his orientation to the praise of God, with which he lived day by
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day through singing the Psalms, it was obvious that this foundational reflec-
tion implied a renewed, one might even say avant-garde, relationship between
theory and praxis. Theological reflection cannot endure without discounting
the involvement of the lived praxis of religious life and even finding in it its
original milieu. That lived praxis was not limited to life in the orders and con-
gregations, which, following Titus Brandsma, he considered schools of spiri-
tuality, but also to everyday life and life in professional contexts. It is no coin-
cidence that the already mentioned handbook of spirituality opens with a
chapter on lay spirituality. The study of spirituality, as the study of the hidden
praise of God, calls for a rethinking of the relationship between theory and
practice, and especially for a rehabilitation of the latter, without, however,
playing them off against each other. To this end, Kees Waaijman found inspi-
ration from the Carmelite thinker Theresa of Avila, who constantly points out
that while her writings are addressed to professional theologians and philoso-
phers, they must at the same time be understood by her simple fellow sisters
who think from experience. Waaijman’s good relations with active women
congregations should certainly also be seen against this background and cer-
tainly contributed to the involvement of these congregations in the research
at the Titus Brandsma Institute. This search came to a synthesis in his
farewell speech as professor in Nijmegen under the title Spirituality as theol-
ogy (2010). Numerous other books saw the light in the meantime, in which
Waaijman brought his concept of science into conversation with other
approaches. With the publication of his book The Mystical space of Carmel. A
Commentary on the Carmelite Rule (1999), he manifested himself as a leading
thinker of the Carmelite tradition. A striking, but also less noted, example of
this is his Tegendraads lezen. De Schrift vanuit joods perspectief (Contrarian
reading. Scripture from a jewish perspective) published in 2004, in which he
looks at hermeneutics with Buber, Levinas and Rosenzweig. Mention should
certainly also be made of his analysis of Psalm 119, which was named the best
theological book of the year 2012 under the colorful title Hoe streelt jouw zeg-
ging mijn gehemelte (How Does Your Saying Caress My Palate).

Driven by his avant-garde concept of theory and practice, Kees Waaij-
man had no trouble moving in the most diverse sectors of society. His involve-
ment in the world of education, for a time from his role as a member of the
Supervisory Board of the Carmel College Foundation, led to innovative proj-
ects in the field of spirituality. The same is true in the fields of healthcare and
business. For Kees Waaijman, this was less a matter of what has come to be
called valorization, but part of his scientific quest. Within the Zitus Brandsma
Institute, this led to the grand project Social Spirituality. For Kees Waaijman,
these explorations were an essential part of his own mystical theology as a
scientia laudis that moves between university, church and society.

Under his combined professorship and directorship of the Titus
Brandsma Institute, there was something like a natural connection between
Faculty (Theology, later Philosophy, Theology and Religious Studies) and Insti-
tute. In the last years of his directorship, Kees Waaijman also sought other
ways to realize his concept of science - which was close to his personal voca-
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tion. In an extremely creative way, he brought the Titus Brandsma Institute
into the worldwide network of orders and congregations, including the scien-
tific institutes and colleges associated with them. Thus, under Kees Waaij-
man’s leadership, the Titus Brandsma Institute was present in the broad
Dutch society and in the worldwide scientific network of the orders and con-
gregations and could also acquire a unique position.

In the last years of his life Kees Waaijman worked in the security of
Carmel on a comprehensive project in which again the praise of God played
an important role - a large study on the Prayer of the Hours, several parts of
which have already seen the light as a brochure. With this, Kees Waaijman
had also theoretically arrived at the practice of his own life, praying the
psalms day in and day out. In those years he was also still involved in the
teaching provided from the Titus Brandsma Memorial. That his prestige had
a global character became apparent during the presentation of a Festschrift
compiled for his 80*° birthday, for which the initiative had been taken by
South African theological colleagues. At the latest at that moment, it became
clear that Kees Waaijman’s innovative studies continue to play an important
role for the study of spirituality to this day.

Kees Waaijman had not yet given up on the inimitable not-knowing that
is connected with the praise of God - also because he knew better than any-
one else that one can never give up on it. His work lives on, in the Carmelite
order, in the Nijmegen Faculty Philosophy, Theology and Religious Studies, in
the Titus Brandsma Institute, but also in the Titus Brandsma Memorial in
Nijmegen of which he was largely the architect. It lives on in South Africa and
the Philippines, in San Antonio and Malta, in Indonesia and India. We will
never forget him.
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